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JOHN J. SCHNABEL
P.O. Box 149 * Haines, AK 99827
(907) 766-2821 * 766-2228 * Fax 766-2832

January 28,03

Mr Dan Bockhorst

Boundry Commission

550 west 7th Ave. Suite 1770
Anchorage, Alaska 99501- 3510

Dear Mr. Bockhorst,

I believe the construction of a road between Haines.and Skagway as part

of the Juneau Access Project will add a positive to the formation of a
Haines/Skagway Borough. The Communities are already tied by the Skagway
Hydro generating plant. We have mutual Public Radio and a fast Ferry carries
Thousands of travelers daily between the two cities. With a road we will
become economically and politicaly a closer and more dependent Municipality
I support the position that the Upper Lynn Canal should be One Borough.

Yours truly.
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THE HAINES/SKAGWAY INTERTIE
as part of the
JUNEAU ACCESS IMPROVEMENT PROJECT



If the state and federay governments are to spend

hundreds of millions of dollars for a Juneay road link,
both communities mys; be included in the route,

To accomplish this, a road link between Hames and.Skagway .
must be on the Transportation Departments list of alternatives.

benefit for the rest of Southenst Alaska, byeIz’m]’natmgthe need for

mainline ferry service from Juneau, north.

The two, and sometimes three mainfine femgsthat q;xrehtly
serve Haines and Skagway could be put per lanently -
into service in central and southern Southeast. o

An Intertie is especzallycntzca[ﬁr Haines.
. = O ’ ha AT

If the departments current favored alternative, an east LynnC§nal Road, is built,
Haines would be cut off from the benefits thlslarg 'ptpjgct

e

would bestow on the rest of southeast. +

Haines would truly pe tlze endoftheroad |
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_ 1ANK H. MURKOWSKI
— ALASKA

COMMITTEES:

: CHAIRMAN
]IENY AND NATURAL RESQURCES
FINANCE
VETERANS® AFFAIRS

INDIAN AFFAIRS

’ —

e FRER SIERNLIML T .

Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0202
1202) 224-5885

L st ate ams MG RGO Y

222 WesT 771 Avenue, Box 1
ANCHORAGE, AK 99513-7570
(907 271-3738

101 12T+ Avenwe, Box 7
Famsanxs, AK §9701-6278
(907) 456-0233

P.0. Box 21647
JUNEAU, AK 99802-1847
{907) 588-7400

130 TaaoING Bay RoAD, SuiTe 350
Kenal, AK 99611-7716

(907) 283-5808
109 Main STREET
‘ August 23, 1996 Kercucan. 4K $9801-6489
J . Mr. John J. Schnabel
Post Office Box 149
Haines, AK 99827
.
II Dear John:
| Thank you for your letter regarding the possibility of expansion at Klondike Gold Rush
|- National Historical Park.

The possibility of a future road link between Haines and Skagway is a very important issue
]] —  tome. At this time, the National Park Service is investigating expansion opportunities at Klondike
Gold Rush, but there are no immediate plans for boundary changes. However, if this movement
comes to fruition, it is my every intention to require the National Park Service to address state
__ rights-of-way issues with regard to any expansion opportunities. Sometimes expanding a park'’s
]‘ boundaries is an important way to restore natural resources, but I agree that we must do this
without compromising access and rights-of-way.

]] - Thank you again for your letter, I appreciate your concerns about the future of access in

Alaska.

Sincerely,

United States Senator
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January 30, 1997

1907 2256380

, Mr. John J. Schnabel
] a Post Office Box 149
a - Haines, AK 99827

]‘ w Dear John:

] Thank you for contacting me regarding Mr. Scribner’s comments about the Shakwak
; Highway Project. Iappreciate hearing from you.

As you may know, 23 USC 218 (copy enclosed) provides for reconstruction of the Alaska
‘ Highway from the north Alaska border to Haines Junction in Canada, and the Haines Cutoff
Highway from Haines Junction in Canada to the south Alaska border.

A In addition to direct appropriations from Congress, this law authorizes the State of Alaska
“ 3 to use any of its apportioned federai-aid highway funds for the Shakwak Project.

The Shakwak legisiation, as it is presently written, does not allow for a road to be
1‘ ; constructed to Juneau. Mr. Scribner assures me he

has been very clear on that point in all
discussions with the public.

; However, it is also correct, as Mr. Scribner has stated, that the Shakwak Authorization
“ - could be used to construct a

project to Juneau if legisiation were to change the southern terminus
(the 39 mile mark outside of Haines) from the south Alaska border to Junean.
“ - , Sincerely,
I K. o
; Frank H. Murkowski
“ - United States Senator
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIO
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY REPRESENTATIVE HUDSON

Introduced: 2/17/97
Referred: Transportation

A RESOLUTION

1 Supporting construction of the east Lynn Canal highway.

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
3 WHEREAS there is a need to improve surface transportation to Juneau because the
» 4 state ferries can accommodate only one-seventh of the people wanting to travel 1o or from
5 Juncau, and improved access to Juneau will improve the quality of life for most residents of
L 6 thce Lynn Canal arca; and
? WHEREAS the current surface transportation bottleneck in the Lynn Canal area
‘ 8 affects local, regional, interstate, and international movement of people, goods, and services;
‘ 9 and
' 10

WHEREAS proposals to improve surface access to Juneau have been studied for mare
‘ 11 than 70 years; and

12
13
|

WHEREAS thc Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is again evaluating

ways 10 improve surfacc transportation between Juneau and Haines, Skagway, and the rest of
14 Alaska and North America: and

] 15 WHEREAS a land highway is the most efficient way to increase the options and
16 opportunity for uwavel to and {rom Juneau and to reduce the time and cost of travel to and
‘ 17 from Juneau: and

HCRO10a -1- HCR 10
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WHEREAS the construction of 65 miles of land highway on the cast shore of Lynn
"2 Canal is technically feasible, economically jusiified, and fundable and faces no insurmountable .
v environmental obstacles: and
4 WHEREAS the construction, operation. and maintenance of a land highway along the
east shore of Lynn Canal 10 connect Juneau with Skagway and Haines would complement the
_6 Uransportation services provided in Southeast Alaska by the Alaska marine highway systemn
__ and would allow 2 mainline ferry vessel of the Alaska marine highway system to provide
8

addinonal wansportation services to other areas of Southeast Alaska that do not have the

. option of surface road transportation to other communitics; and

10 WHEREAS the proposed east Lynn Canal highway would lower the cost-of-living for
i_ residents of Haines and Skagway; and

P WHEREAS the proposed east Lynn Canal highway would be a very scenic highway
]L- and would provide access to new recreation areas for Alaskans: and

14

WHEREAS the proposed east Lynn Canal highway would provide over $40,000.000
I> in economic benefits to the mining interests in the Lynn Canal area: and

g WHEREAS more than 75 percent of the residents of Juneau believe that improved
17 access is important to their community while only 3 percent of the residents of Juneau,
1{  Haines, and Skagway believe that there are no transportation needs; and

1§' WHEREAS there is an opportunity for unique funding to construct the east Lynn
2{ Canal highway that would not affect the funding for other projects in Alaska;

ZIT' BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports construction of the east
2] Lynn Canal highway at the earliest possible date.

HCR 10 -2- HCRO10a

e o e st e



-y

—

»

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE ——

An Alaska Regional Development Organization and USDA Resource Conservation and Development Council

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF
IMPROVED ROAD ACCESS IN SOUTHEAST ALASKA

(Resolution 97-15)

the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities has initiated preparation of a
master transportation plan for Southeast Alaska, and

Southeast Conference supports road access to the Alaska Marine Highway System,
regional airports, and existing road systems, and

improved road access is essential to sustain community stability, facilitate multiple use
corridors, and encourage continued growth in the region, and

improved road access will increase the carrying capacity of the Alaska Marine Highway

System, thereby improving its ability to provide increased service to all communities in
Southeast Alaska.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

Southeast Conference supports the efforts of Southeast Alaskar: communities to obtain
improved road access.

Southeast Conference urges that highway extensions to improve regional transportation
be vigorously pursued, including but not limited to the Baranof Road from Sitka to
Baranof Warm Springs, the Walden Point Road near Metlakatla, the Bradfield Road -
near Wrangell, the preferred alternative for Juneau Access, including the Haines/Skag-

way Intertie. and the North Prince of Wales Island access to Coffman Cove. Naukati
Bay, and Whale Pass.

This Resolution be sent to the Governor. Legislature, Department of transportation and
Public facilities, and the State’s Congressional Delegation

ADOPTED BY SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1996.

v W £ T

Joh,n Tronrud - President Southeast Conference

a1 e M0,

Beme C. Miller - Executive Director

124 West 5th Street Juneau, Alaska 99801 Tel. (907) 463-3445 FAX (907) 463-4425
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HAINES VISITOR BUREAU

CITY OF HAINES, ALASKA

April 8, 1996

John Schnabel
P.O. Box 149
Haines, AK 99827

\

Dear John:

Thanks for taking the time to explain the proposed link from
Haines to Skagway by way of road as part of the Juneau Access
program. From the standpoint of attracting visitor traffic,
this routing would provide many benefits to Haines and
Skagway, as well as Juneau. I will detail my thoughts below.

For starters, this path would allow for a great deal of
increased independent visitors arriving by motor wehicles.
Many visitors on their way up and down the Alaska Highway
presently don‘t stop in Haines. This is because they must
rely on the Ferry for transport between Haines and Skagway,
or they must back-track up the Highway. As we know, the
ferries have logistical problems with arrival/departure times
at all hours, as well as capacity and cost concerns for
travelers. Having a road link from Haines and Skagway would
stimulate visitation by these travelers. Visitors using the
Alaska Highway north-bound, upon reaching Whitehorse, would
be inclined to visit the Capitol City of Alaska by traveling
through Skagway and Haines. Southbound Alaska Highway
travelers, upon reaching Haines Junction, would be inclined
to travel through Haines to Juneau and back to the Aalaska
Highway through Skagway.

Building on top of the previous base of increased visitation
would be those visitors more likely to visit Juneau as road
travel permitted. With a link from Haines to Juneau, Haines
would see increased visitation as individuals make their way
back and forth. This would also be an attractive option for
Yukoners who would make use of this route frequently.

I have detailed in the charts below a rough idea of the
amount of traffic that travels the Alcan as tabulated at the
US & Canada border stations at Beaver Creek. Also outlined is
a recap of the traffic flow for the same period through the
Haines/Dalton Cache customs stations. This will give a rough
idea of how much potential traffic that there is to draw from
that might choose to visit Haines, Skagway, and Juneau as
they traveled this more accessible route.

P.O. BOX 530 « HAINES, AK 99827 e (907) 766-2234 ¢ FAX (907) 766-3155
E-MAIL: hainesak@wwa.com ¢ WORLD WIDE WEB: hctp://www.haines.ak.us



1935 Northbound Passenger Traffic Through US Customs (Alcan EHwy)

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER TOTAL

11,268 29,759 30,392 18,937 10,210 100,566

1995 Socuthbound Passenger Traffic Through Canada Customs (Alcan Hwy)
MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER TOTAL

7502 18,985 32,686 28,901 14,135 94,707
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1995 Noxthbound Passenger Traffic '.l‘hr:ough Canada Customs (BEaines)
MA& JUNE JULY | AUGUST SEPTEMBER TOTAL
3993 8160 10,476 9185 4109 35,923
1935 Southbound Passenger Traffic Through US Customs (Haines)

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER TOTAL

3889 84459 12,204 11,412 5841 41,794

Though this data cannot be used as a precise indicator of the
level of visitation that may increase in the upper portion of
the Inside Passage (Haines, Skagway, Juneau), it does show
that there is an immense pool of potential visitors to draw
from. It is logical to assume that a large percentage of
these visitors would elect to visit Juneau if their primary
mode of travel (road) was available.

In looking at the large number of potential visitors that
this route would provide, it is also important to loock at
their spending habits. As we know, these *“rubber tire”
travelers have spending habits that benefit a wide cross
section of community businesses. These visitors tend to
frequent more businesses in a community than any other type
of wvisitor. These include not only motels & bed and
breakfasts, but campgrounds, automotive repair shops, grocery
stores and other retailers, service stations, restaurants, as
well as the other tours and attractions that other visitors
enjoy. These travelers also stay longer in communities with
multi-night stays that generate a higher level of spending
per visitor.

Besides drawing more summer visitors to Haines, Skagway, and
Juneau, this route would open Haines and Skagway to enhanced
visitation from Juneau as local residents and visitors to
Juneau would find this region much more accessible. Th@s
would open a new corridor of “weekender” traffic not only in



the summer but in winter as well. The potential to promote
eagle-watching in the winter would be greatly increased as
passengers arriving by Jjet into Juneau would have road
alternatives into Haines. This would make for fast and
efficient transportation alternatives. Much in the same way,
Haines and Skagway would become more accessible to other
Southeast communities as individuals took advantage of this
route while traveling to or through Juneau.

There are a number of other benefits that this route would
provide due to its existence. One of these would be the
recreation opportunities afforded. A route from Haines to
Skagway would undoubtedly provide hunting and fishing access
to new regions. Opportunities for hikers and backpackers
would also be present. -

Though I have not been to this area before, I understand that
this route would travel near the Ferebee Glacier and would be
a very scenic trip through the Ferebee Valley. This in itself
would be a draw for travelers who could enjoy this area.

Road travel would allow for individuals to come and go at
will and balance out the flow of traffic that otherwise
arrives by ferry in concentrated numbers at specific dates
and times. :

These would be benefits of the road from Haines to Skagway as
part of the Juneau Access program that I can identify, though
I'm sure that there are many others. Please give me a call if
I can assist further.

Sincerely,

ot

Tyson Verse
Tourism Director
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One Hundred Thousand travelers
s 2 T - -§pass through Whitehorse each
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o customs. If the Haines/Skagway
_ —— Intertie is built as part of
e . cTenmna . X S ke the Access to Juneau, all the
L, T Ry o - s Jcommunities will benefit from
< .Jincreased tourism. The Capitol
is the magnet that will draw
them to us.
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